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LENT SPECIAL 
 
  
 The resurrection of Jesus, celebrated as 
Easter or Pascha, is the most sacred day of the year 
for Christians. Many denominations take part in sev-
eral weeks of spiritual preparation called Lent. Here 
is a quiz on the practice: 
 
1. On the first Wednesday of Lent, Roman Catholics 
attend services and have something placed on their 
foreheads. What is this? 
 a. Salt  c. Ashes 
 b. Oil  d. Water 
2. Which is the first day of Lent? 
a. Ash Wednesday c. Shrove Tuesday 
b. Valentine’s Day d. Maundy Thursday 
3. The object of Lenten fasting is not only to disci-
pline oneself. In ancient times, one was expected to 
do which of the following? 
 a. Take the money you would have spent on extra 

food, and give it to the poor 
 b. Do seasonal cleaning at your house 
 c. Ask your neighbors to return things they bor-

rowed from you 
 d. Get more physical exercise 
4. The last day of Lent is Holy Saturday. In the 
Catholic Church, the policy is that the Easter Vigil 
Mass should begin at a particular time. What is that? 
 a. After sunset 
 b. When the moon is visible 
 c. Before sunset 
 d. When any star other than the Sun is visible 
 
5. In the Lutheran Church, the minister will wear 
vestments of a certain color, as a sign of the repen-
tance that is the theme of the season of Lent. What 
color is that? 
 a. Blue  c. Green 
 b. Orange  d. Purple 
   
ANSWERS: 
1. c  3.  a 5.  d 
2. a        4.  a 
  

 
 

 
 
Our Lady of Peace chapel in NIA RO XI has once 

again celebrated holy mass when it was re-consecrated by 
Bishop George Rimando DD, together with the NIA Living Wa-
ter Prayer Community thrived to re-organized the spirit of be-
ing a Christian. With the enthusiasm of newly appointed RIM 
Engr. Julius S. Maquiling, a passionate follower of Christ and 
with his manner of sharing wisdom to every employee thus 
invigorates the passive conviction and faith of every person-
nel.  
 It was reconciled by the community that every first 
Friday of the month a mass will be held on the chapel together 
with the birthday celebrants in every particular month as host 
including their treats for everyone. A mass has been held on 
January 6, 2012 presided by Msgr. Nards Vicente, it was a 
joyous mass as he was fund of cracking jokes during his 
homilies which is also relevant to the gospel and in accor-
dance to the victims of “bagyong sendong,” most of the em-
ployees had shared their used clothings and financial support 
as donations. Bilble enthronement was also observed on the 
same month of January with Fr. Paul Dagangon as preside 
held at the chapel followed at the Director’s office. RIM Ma-
quiling distributed Bibles as gift to every employee of NIA. 
Last February 3, 2012 a mass has been held celebrated by Fr. 
Elvie Bordios giving Saint Blaise’s blessing of the Throat at 
the end of the mass. A recollection has been organized by 
RIM Maquiling last March 1, 2012 participated by few NIA RO 
XI employees that was focused on observing the Lenten sea-
son, a season of sacrifice and abstinence leading to Jesus. 
On the following day, as it was first Friday of March, Holy 
mass were officiated by Fr. Rolando Mandreza, happened to 
be the brother of NIA employee Babes M. Antonio. He was a 
fascinating priest, an unlikely sharer of wisdom as the commu-
nity were enthralled by his homilies. “Actions and words you 
omit, reveals what your heart really is” – an excerpt from his 
homily during the mass, it could be a cliché to some of us but 
still a gratifying lines to imbibed the very essence of it. 
 As we observe Lent it is the season when all of the 
faithful commence for the passion, death and resurrection of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at Easter through added prayer and 
listening to the Word of God, giving it a remorseful character 
and to physically denouncing oneself by fasting and abstain-
ing presents as an actual gesture of the suffering patiently 

tolerated by Christ at 
His Passion. 

Religious Page: 

OUR LADY OF PEACE 
By: JR Punsalan Compiled By: Camille Rosales 

             
       

 DA Secretary Proceso J. Alcala in his speech as the keynote 
speaker during the awarding ceremony of Agri Pinoy 2011 Rice 
Achievers’ Awards held on February 10, 2012 at the Philippine Inter-
national Convention Center (PICC) beamed and at the outset said 
that Agri Pinoy Rice Achievers Program is meant to express grati-
tude for the sacrifices  the LGUs – Governors and Mayors, the Agri-
cultural Extension Workers and the Irrigators Associations (IA) espe-
cially have put forth in boosting rice production. 

      Rice Production he informed, has increased to 16.6M metric tons in 2011 from 15M metric tons in 2010.  
This consequently reduces Rice Importation by 64% - from 860 to barely 500 metric tons.  Such increase is due to the 
strength of the LGUs and the farmers as well.  Recognizing their efforts in pursuing Rice Self Sufficiency Program 
(RSSP), he hoped for determination , that the rice achievers will keep up the production of rice.  As “Bosing ng 
Palayan”, the rice achievers are honored in PICC. He thanked again the LGUs and  remarked,” Makatulog na ako ng 
mahimbing” ( I can already sleep soundly).  That by this, Rice Sufficiency by the year 2014 will be assured and finally, 
he stated that when high winds will come, foods are adequate and sufficient. badette 
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     Funding support of 
P 828.5M is allocated 
to the National Irriga-
tion Administration, 
Region XI (NIA-XI) to 
implement irrigation 
projects CY 2012.  Re-
gional Irrigation Man-
ager (RIM) Julius S. Ma-
quiling disclosed that 
this fund covers a total 
of fifty-six (56) irriga-
tion projects for con-
struction and rehabili-
tation NIA-XI has pipe-
lined for CY 2012 
along with the pro-
grams bracing irriga-
tion development of its 
Irrigation Management 
Offices (IMOs) in the 
provinces of Davao del 
Sur, Davao del Norte, 
Davao Oriental and 
Compostela Valley.  These projects when completed are expected to generate and rehabilitate 3,850 hectares.  
Hence, this funding release signifies increase in the assistance to farmers and their capabilities to raise produc-
tion and augment sources of income.   
 While this enormous, RIM Maquiling said that this year’s tasks are rather challenging. Considering the 

DITCIA, BADAGOY, BPCIA Topmost Rice Achievers 

P828.5 M Project Funds for NIA-XI  
By: BERNADETTE G. ROBIN 

DA Sec Alcala says …  
Rice Production has increased,  
Importation Reduced by 64%  

Story on Page 2 

Turn to Page 3 
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From page 1 ... 

DITCIA, BADAGOY, BPCIA 
TOPMOST RICE ACHIEVERS’ AWARDS  

 
Region XI Hall of Famers 

Outstanding Irrigators Associations 
(IA) – Dujali Isidro Talisay Casay 
(DITCIA), Badagoy IA (BIA) and 
Basak Pangutosan CARP IA 
(BPCIA) made it to the top among 
the Eight (8) IAs awardees of Agri 
Pinoy 2011 Rice Achievers’ Awards 
dubbed as “Mga Bosing ng 
Palayan” nationwide honored dur-
ing the awarding ceremonies held 
on February 10, 2012 at Philippine 
International Convention Center, 
Manila with the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) Secretary Proceso 
J. Alcala as its keynote speaker. 
DA Sec. Alcala presented the plaques of recognition and 
monetary awards in a check of P 1,000,000.00 to each 
awardee assisted by Asst. Sec. Dante S. Delima; Undersecre-
tary Joel S.  Rudinas; NIA Adm. Antonio S. Nangel; NIA Board 
Member Ismael D. Tabije and witnessed by Sr. Deputy Adm. 
Antonio A. Galvez; Acting Deputy Adm. for Administrative and 
Finance Lorna Grace B. Rosario; Regional Irrigation Managers 
Julius S. Maquiling and Felix M. Razo; and the Governors and 
Mayors.  NIA-XI facilitated three (3) IAs entries to the competi-
tion for IA Category and all of them got to the top.  Badagoy 
IA  won the highest for the top three(3) IAs CIS category fol-
lowed by Basak Pangutosan CARP IA and DITCIA topped 
among the five(5) IAs NIS category.  The search is evaluated 
and validated by NIA National Evaluation Committee (NEC), 
Search for Outstanding IAs, DA Agri-Pinoy Awards Program.  DITCIA is located within Li-
buganon RIS, Dujali, Davao del Norte tending a service area of 140.47 hectares  with a 
total membership of 127 while Badagoy IA (BIA), Magsaysay, Davao del Sur manages 
the biggest communal irrigation system containing 2,350 hectares with a total of 1,680 
farmer-beneficiaries; and BPCIA at Nabunturan, Compostela Valley has a service area of 
100 hectares which serves 100 farmer.  List of Official Winners of the 2011 AgriPinoy Rice 
Achievers’ Awards, IA Category are the following: 
 I. National Irrigation Systems (NIS) Category:  

 Dujali Isidro Talisay Casay IA, Inc., Davao Norte, Region XI 
                          MTG PLIVRISCAF IA, Inc., Nueva Ecija, UPRIIS 
  Barangayan Siete IA, Inc., Nueva Ecija, UPRIIS 
  Salbar IA, Inc., Negros Occidental, Region VI 
  Napal-Conel Road IA, Inc., Gen. Santos City, Region XII 

   II. Communal Irrigation Systems (CIS) Category: 
    Badagoy IA, Inc., Davao del Sur, Region XI 
    Basak-Pangutosan CARP IA, Compostela Valley, Region XI 
    Boan BIDA IA, Inc., Agusan del Sur, Region XIII 
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 The 2012 Women’s Month Cele-
bration of the Department of Agricul-
ture Region XI GAD Focal System  is 
hosted by  the National Food Authority 
(NFA) Region XI with the theme “Women 
Weathering Climate Change: Governance 
and Accountability, Everyone’s Respon-
sibility”.  Hence, on March 1, 2012 NIA-
XI sent  representatives from the re-
gional office led by NIA-XI’s focal per-
son Ms. Caridad K. Sison to the Motor-
cade and parade of the delegates around 
Digos City to NFA compound afterwhich, 
“Hataw” Exercises followed.  An Opening 
Program was held and ensued immedi-
ately were the exhibits. 
 On March 8, 2012, NIA-XI staff 
participated in the parade to commemo-
rate the International Day of Women 
which started at Freedom Park, Roxas, 
Davao City to People’s Park, via Boni-
facio St., Davao City at 7:00am.  There 
were about 2,000 men and women at-
tending the function from the Barangays 
Council of Women to all the government 
agencies headed by the Davao City and 
Sanggunian.  At the People’s Park, the 
delegates convened for the program.  

Gender & Development 

WOMEN’S MONTH 



Light Talk… 
bY: badette 

 You guessed it right, our two(2) interns are mis-
takenly known to be “imports”, if you know what I 
mean, I refer to the tall players we get outside  NIA to 
play in our team or players we import … for our team to 
win.  Mind you, they were instant celebrities during the 
parade we participated for the International Women’s 
Day on March 8, 2012 that culminated at People’s Park, 
Davao City.  Many took snapshots with them and still, 
some attempted to get “photo op” with them even after 
the parade.  The host of that event, when NIA-XI’s con-
tingents were recognized, immediately quipped, “they 
have IMPORTS”. 
 They are actually fun to be with.  Not just be-
cause of their height  but their being sociable and seemingly flexible as they plunge into our dear Filipino cul-
ture. We will of course know them more as they integrate in the NIA-XI community.  
 Allow me then to introduce them to you.  They are six-footers STEFAN “Tally” TALBOOM and 
EWOUD “ Vaartjes” VAARTJES; Dutch nationals and have their residences in Wageningen, Netherlands.  They 
fit in to the young generation with ages 21 and 23; born on June 13 and June 15 respectively and have soccer 
and golf as their sports. Both are undergrad students from Wageningen University, Netherlands taking up the 
course in International Land and Water Management and are here with us to conduct their thesis works enti-
tled, Climate Change and Floods at Libuganon RIS, Davao del Norte, a pre-requisite to complete their course.  
Hence, they will be staying in NIA-XI for three (3) months, Feb. 27 to May 24, 2012. 
 Among the preferences for their thesis sites, they opted to conduct the fieldwork in NIA-XI, Davao Re-
gion, Philippines because Libuganon RIS suits the conditions of their study and their acquaintance with Engr. 
Salome Layasan who had completed her studies in water management in Netherlands facilitated and assisted 
these students establish in NIA-XI.  They like the different Asian countries they visited and that includes the 
Philippines.  
 According to them, they expected NIA-XI to be more of a “dusty” and slow organization but found a 
young and inspiring team; they got all the data they need really quick. 

NIA-XI’S “IMPORTS” 
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Ewoud Stefan 

Congratulations!!  

BADAGOY IRRIGATION ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Magsaysay, Davao del Sur 

2011 Agri Pinoy Rice Achievers Awardees 
CIS Category 

BASAK-PANGUTOSAN CARP IA , Inc (BPCIA) 
Nabunturan, Compostela Valley 

Greetings from: 
 

RIM JULIUS S. MAQUILING & NIA-XI Staff 

JSM REVIEWS NIA-XI  
CY 2011 PERFORMANCE 

 
 Deemed necessary for NIA-XI to get directed of its 
programs and activities, a Regional Review and Planning 
Session (RRPS) was conducted on January 24-26, 2012 at 
Eden Nature Park, Toril, Davao City to measure milestones, 
the region has achieved for CY 2011, the learning it de-
rived and the plans for the for CY 2012.  Convened during 
the duration of the review 
session were 50 participants 
headed by Regional Irriga-
tion Manager Julius S. Ma-
quiling (JSM), Division 
Managers Encarnacion Sori-
ano and Caridad K. Sison, 
the IMO Managers; Section 
Heads – Planning& Design, 
Engineering Construction, 
Operations, Institutional, 
Equipment, Finance and 
Admin; the Principal Engineers of the NIS and the COA 
Auditors.  After showing approval of the conduct of RRPS 
indicating his first to attend as NIA-XI’s RIM, JSM acknowl-
edged the concerted efforts of IMOs in accomplishing ac-
tivities for CY 2011 having garnered a Net Income of P 
15.3 M.  He emphasized that CY2012 has a budgetary re-
quirement of P 828.5M for a target of 56 irrigation projects 
which workloads are numerous and tough that he called 
upon everyone to participate in all undertakings.  Conse-
quently, he estimated that Manpower requirement might 
increase to speed up works.  Key Points from JSM: 
Trust in the Government: He stressed to restore trust in the 
government by putting farmers in the center of NIA pro-
grams by advocating and practicing transparency, and 
note to serve the interests of the farmers. 
Rice Self Sufficiency Program: he encouraged the IMO 
Managers to be farmers themselves and emphasized to dis-
seminate to farmers the difference between good seeds 
from certified seeds. 

Farm to Market Roads (FMR) and Post Harvest Facilities 
(PHF):  will be supported by the Department of Agriculture 
which will download an amount of P 10M to NIA-XI. As 
such, RIM Maquiling informed that for its benefits, he did 
not have second thoughts in signing the MOA;  
Farmers’ Workforce – RIM JSM advised to organize to get 
ready manpower in farming activities; he instructed 
the Institutional Staff to undertake this and include in 
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MAYOR SARA Z. DUTERTE SUPPORTS 
NIA-XI PROJECTS 

by: Lina M. Montilde 
 
 NIA XI Regional Irrigation Manager (RIM) Julius S. 
Maquiling along with his technical staff from the regional 
office and Davao del Norte IMO attended a consultation 
meeting with Davao City Mayor Sarah Z. Duterte, LGU offi-
cials, farmer-leaders of Paquibato District and Brgy. 
Malabog; and concerned military officials of Davao City at 
the office of the City Mayor last February 2, 2012 in the 
morning.  After their meeting, they proceeded to the Na-
tional Irrigation Administration, XI (NIA-XI) regional office of 
RIM Julius S. Maquiling to lay down their commitments and 
formulated program of activities.  Former City Councilor 
Danny Dayanghirang was designated to spearhead in pro-
viding assistance to NIA staff and coordinate all sectors of 
local and national agencies to fast track the preparatory ac-
tivities for the immediate implementation of irrigation pro-
ject and military officials to provide security assistance to 
the group. 
 Davao City Mayor Sarah Duterte requested that NIA 
projects must be immediately implemented and she will be 
present before the take-off of the project since it is one of 
her priority project. 
 Irrigation project at Malabog and Paquibato District 
is one of the priority project of the government to augment 
the financial status of the farmers since it is also on the re-
mote areas of Davao City.  Providing irrigation projects 
would generate additional jobs for the people thus improv-
ing their standard of living.  Modern package of farming 
technology and more programs of the government will 
slowly penetrate the area and encouraging more farmers to 
really cultivate their idle farmlands and eventually contribute 
to rice sufficiency program of the government. 

From page 1 …..  P828.5 M Project Funds  
present rationalized NIA-XI personnel complement, the management increases manpower to expedite preparations of plans, designs, 
programs of works and other requisites making these proposed projects ready for implementation.  Most of the projects are under-
taken by contract of civil works to speed up completion of projects although in some instances, NIA-XI carries out construction by 
administration. 
       RIM Maquiling advocates strict observance of transparency in all phases of irrigation development.  As of the first quarter of 2012, 
there are already 15 contracts awarded to 11 contractors in the total amount of P 102,814,846.91.  Other contracts have already under-
gone the bidding process and are scheduled for the Ceremonial Signing of Contracts.  Note that procurement activities are held in ac-
cordance with RA # 9184 known as the Government Procurement Reform Act.  NIA-XI’s Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) headed 
by Engr. Encarnacion S. Soriano conducts biddings of the contractors in the presence of the IA Presidents concerned, COA State Audi-
tor, Philippine Institute of Civil Engineers (PICE) representative and the CSC staff upholding provisions of Anti Red Tape Act (ARTA).  
Such that, these representatives witness the Signing of Contracts Ceremonies that follow where contractors accept and agree provi-
sions stipulated in the Local Minor Contracts with the NIA-XI.  Presently, NIA-XI has just set off several contract works and in pro-
gress as of now, implementation of project activities are closely monitored.   
 CY 2012 makes for NIA-XI a welcoming headstart.  With the government funding support to hasten irrigation project com-
pletion, it is uplifting for NIA-XI  to intensify production of rice and further the cause of Staple Foods Sufficiency Program  (SFSP).       
 

the Institutional Staff to undertake this and include in their CY 
2012 Work Plan; 
GESA will be charged to COB, no longer to the project.  Note 
that 25%  is already at NIACO and for NIA-XI, allocation may 
be more or less P 22M; 
Direction for CY 2012:  It is HOW to consume the resources/
funds.  He advised to do simple mathematics and things. 
For Income collections and total remittances - Remit to NIACO 
the amount required as seemingly, they will no longer release 
GESA if they see that the region has plenty of Cash.  NIA-XI 
remitted P 23M and it is already completed.  
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NIA Board Member  for the Private Sector ISMAEL D. TABIJE has 
just established his office at the NIA-XI compound, Davao City.  Inaugurated 
on January 6, 2012, Board Member Tabije poses proximity to the NIA Min-
danao Regions he is working with and the farmer-irrigators whose needs 
and welfare are NIA’s concerns as they are the agency’s clientele. 

Engr. Ismael "Maeng" Tabije is a Civil Engineer, a graduate of the 
University of Mindanao, Davao City and took his Masters degree in Business 
Management at Asian Institute of Management, Makati, Philippines in 1981. 
He completed a 13-month training in Hydrology and Water Resources Engi-
neering at Universitat  Freiburg, Germany in 1986; advanced his career as an 
International Consultant for the United Nations, World Bank, the European 
Union Commission and an Irrigation Consultant for Japan International Co-
operation agency.  Having been with NIA-XI as an erstwhile Provincial Irri-
gation Engineer of Davao del Norte, he assured to know the plight of the 
irrigators sector and their needs where he could best serve.   
 No less than the Region XI Confederation of Irrigators Associations 
(RCIA-XI) recommended him to become member of the  NIA Board… and, 
they have made the right choice.  With his office in Davao City, delivery of 
services on policy concerns and management will be hastened and irrigation 
issues be addressed in accordance with the government’s program of rice 
sufficiency and enhancement of food security. 

BOARD MEMBER TABIJE AT NIA-XI 

ACROSS 
1 National Irrigation ______ (NIS) 
5 Basak Pangutosan CARP IA, Abb. 
8 NIA-XI, ________ Region 
9 June 
10 Dept of Agriculture, Abb. 
11 Rationalization, shortcut 
13 Actual Irrigated/ Service Area 
17 National Irrigation Administration 
18 Dam 
19 Witness 
21 NIA Administrator, Abb. 
22 Construct 
23 Engineering & Operations Div., Abb. 
25 DA Secretary 
28 Padada RIS, where? 
29 Review and Planning Session, Abb. 
30 Untidy 
32 NIA-XI RIM 
35 Twists 
36 Repay 
37 Sampaguita CIS IA 
38 Information 
 

DOWN 
2 Memorandum of Agreement, Abb. 
3 RCIA-XI President 
4 Negative, Disagree 
5 Biggest CIS 
6 Ratoon 
7 Division Manager,EOD,NIA-XI 
8 NIS AgriPinoy Rice Achievers Awardee 
12 NIA-XI Newsletter 
14 NIS in Hagonoy 
15 Examines 

16 Production 
20 Div. Mgr. FAD, NIA-XI 
24 IA of Upper Tuganay CIS 
26 Collection Efficiency 
27 Davao Or. NIS 

31 Counterpart 
22 Area 
24 Rice 
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      Lasang RIS at Carmen, Davao del Norte has a service 
area of 4,900 hectares where 2,000 hectares are devoted to 
rice and the remaining areas planted to banana serving a 
total of 2,207 farmer-beneficiaries of Carmen and Lasang, 
Davao del Norte.  Built in 1983, its Dam has been functional 
for 28 years now. 
      However, the first floods destroyed the AFFLUX DIKE 
and recurrent flash floods from May to August 2011, 
washed out the dike and collapsed on August 18, 2011 
which changed the course of Lasang River away from the 
dam.  Afflux Dike is an embankment concretely built at the 
dam site beside Lasang River to hold and control the flow 
(Afflux) of water directing it towards the dam for diversion 
and irrigation and prevent flooding.  Owing to the destruc-
tion of this afflux dike, water could no longer be confined in 
the dam and therefore, no water will be delivered to the 
farmlands.   
      The Davao del Norte IMO under the leadership of its 
Manager Cornelio M. Bautista, Jr. immediately responded to 
save several hundreds of hectares of rice at its vegetative 
stage awaiting for water.  They were in fact in the verge of 
drying up should the IMO failed to respond at once.  As 
such, the IMO submitted Program of Work (POW) to NIACO 
in the amount of P 16M but there was no release.  NIA-XI 
could not afford delays as floods were recurring.  So, NIA-XI 
release 1.5M and and another P1M taken from the savings 
of Anibongan and Tuganay River which the IMO had pre-
pared POWs for this amount to cover excavation, desilting 
and rechanneling  undertaken both by forced account and 
contract works.  Rechaneling of canals involved Right of Way 
problems but finally, such case was sent to the courts.  
Since the floods were still recurring, destruction sustained 
and the IMO submitted the corresponding POWs but there 
were no releases from the NIACO. 

For CY 2012, Davao del Norte IMO’ s POW in the amount of P 12.6M to cover Excavation, Toe 
Wall, Inclined Concrete Wall, Desilting and Sandbagging which works are on-going. 
       Despite the present allocation, the Davao del Norte IMO appeals for the release of the POWs 
they have submitted. 

LASANG RIS  

Greetings!! 

Dujali Isidro Talisay Casay IA ,Inc.(DITCIA)  

2011 AgriPinoy Rice Achievers’ Awards 
NIS Category 

Libuganon RIS, Davao del Norte 

Greetings from: 

RIM JULIUS S. MAQUILING & NIA-XI Staff 
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