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FIRE RAZED RESIDENCES CLOSED TO NIA-XI COMPOUND,
STIRRED TENSION ON DECEMBER 9, 2011 AT 9:00AM

FIRE FEROCIOUS

Fire! Fire! Ferocious fire!
You restless wall of flame.
Fire! Fire! Roaring higher!
Your fury to never tame.

You show no mercy — no regard:
A writhing army uncontrolled.

At least you don’t discriminate,
Selecting to exterminate:

All dealt with equal pain untold.

Fire! Fire! Ferocious fire!
You restless wall of flame.
Fire! Fire! Roaring higher!
Your fury to never tame.

In time of drought you run amok —
An open chimney of the land.
Prefer to scorch than suffocate:

In blinding zeal, incinerate

To blackened vista now unmanned.

Fire! Fire! Ferocious fire!
You restless wall of flame.
Fire! Fire! Roaring higher!
Your fury to never tame.

Destruction be your only goal

For you to vent your jealous wrath
On gentle life with caring soul
And human victims to console:

As you are none, but psychopath.

Fire! Fire! Ferocious fire!
You restless wall of flame.
Fire! Fire! Roaring higher!
Your fury to never tame.

So there it is — you are but flame:
Reacting gases to adorn —

With orange flicks of flailing arms,
You’re flaunting your demonic charms!
Now leave us for bereaved to mourn.

Fire! Fire! Ferocious fire!
You restless wall of flame.
Fire! Fire! Roaring higher!
Your fury to never tame.
So many lives to claim.
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JSM PRIORITIZES DAM SAFETY

DAVAO CITY, Nov. 4, 2011. Regional Irrigation Manager Julius S. Maquiling
(JSM) of the National Irrigation Administration, Region XI (NIA-XI) draws
Dam Safety among his priority point agenda to mitigate damages caused
by floods that tear down diversion structures and counter the effects of
global warming and climate change. He disclosed that the dam, as the
head structure of the irrigation system and the weir which regulates flow of
water, should be maintained and tended to outlast calamities and pre-
vent further damages to farmlands that weakens economic conditions of
farmers. As most of NIA-XI's dams were built years ago and are already
vulnerable to the unpredictable blows of flooding, JSM directed NIA-XI's
Engineering and Operations Division to organize the Dam Safety Group fo
closely monitor dams' technical conditions and spearhead repairs. Engr.
Maquiling has just taken his post as NIA-XI's Regional Irrigation Manager
(RIM) during the turn-over ceremonies held on October 27, 2011 at NIA-XI
Covered Court, Davao City in effect of the agency’s nationwide rede-

' . ployment of RIMs from outgoing RIM Felix M. Razo.As he charts irigation

development thrusts for the region, he said that he will focus on enhanc-
ing and strengthening NIA-XI. Along with the Department of Agriculture (DA) Food staples Self Sufficiency
Program (FSSP) implementation, he emphasized the vital role of NIA in delivering irrigation services and the
Irrigators Associations (IAs) in the frontline. Hence, JSM retrieved the FSSP Road Map 2011-2016 briefer as ba-

sis for FSSP performance. Considering the skill levels and work experiences of ...
Turn to page 6

FIRST LMC CEREMONIAL CONTRACT SIGNING

Initiated by RIM Maquiling, the first Ceremonial Contract Signing of Local Minor Contracts (LMC) in NIA-XI project
implementation was held on December 3, 2011 at NIA-XI Conference Room, Davao City in accordance with RA# 9485
known as Anti Red Tape Act (ARTA). 27 participants attended the ceremonies, of which, RIM Maquiling and Engr. En-
carnacion S. Soriano, chairman of NIA-XI Bidding and Awards Committee (BAC); the implementing officers IMO Manag-
ers Edgardo T. Draculan of Davao del Sur, Cornelio M.
Bautista, Jr. of Davao del Norte, Carlito A. Carrasco of
Compostela Valley and Jimmy C. Ceros of Davao Oriental;
and the Contractors.

Four(4) Local Minor Contracts(LMC) were executed be-
tween RIM Maquiling for NIA-XI and Contractors, Vicente T.
Lao Construction for project in Lasang RIS #1, Davao del
Norte; LLM Concrete Products for Dauman CIS, Compos-

Panay CIP and Tobias Construction and Developer for Pro-
ject at Kipaliku RIS, Davao del Norte. These contractors
submitted the lowest complying bids for the items of works
which NIA-XI awarded and accepted such bids they offered
in conformity with government standards. Witnessing the —
rites were COA State Auditor Graceta P. Manos; Civil Ser- Lasang RIS #1 Project Contract Signing; L-R Engr. Cornelio Bautista,Jr.;RIM
. fead . Julius M. Maquiling(center),Vicente T. Lao (Contractor),standing L-R witness-
\g/ﬁ?rec’:ocrg:?ésasdloé] (SCISSOCF:I? E;rﬁ;e;ﬁgfég?\ﬂgr\:glgy;r’ BJOYGFgrOrz: ing, COA Audqitor Gé:’(aceta [)’ Manos and Mgr(. Encarnact)'on S. Sorgz'ano.
ano, Corporate Accountant; Engr. Francisco G. Pasaporte, NIA-XI's Construction Chief, BAC’s secretariat and engi-
neering staff.
RIM Maquiling stressed the importance of the ceremonial contract signing activity to foster transparencies in the
implementation of irrigation projects and a gesture of abiding with ARTA. As his initiative and had it practiced in NIA
Region 10, he related that the essence of the contract, should go beyond just affixing the ...

Turn to page 9
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RESHUFFLING RIMs AND SUPPORT TO JSM

The movement of Regional Irrigation Managers (RIM) is rather inevitable because it is a man-
date and a directive which emanates from the Secretary of Agriculture (DA). As other government
agencies have already complied with the Directors and Managers reorganization at the regional
level, the National Irrigation Administration (NIA) took its turn as an attached agency of DA. Reshuf-
fling causes not only the RIMs’ physical transfer of their area of jurisdiction that entails the adjust-
ment that follow but also, a relocation or separation from their families and loved ones whom they
want to be with everyday of their lives. Adm. Antonio S. Nangel placed his best effort to appease
his men that he asked preferences of regions to transfer prior to the final new assignments. When
finally, memoranda of New Assignments were brought down, all else became part of procedural
reshuffling that makes us see the RIMs come and go.

NIA-XI culminated the regional “destiny” of RIMs during the memorable “Despidida — Bien-
venida” turn-over rites held on October 27, 2011 at NIA-XI Covered Court, Davao City. We sent off
our three & a half- year RIM Felix M. Razo who symbolically turned over NIA-XI banner to RIM Julius S.
Maquiling who accepted the responsibility of NIA-XI's management.

Cheers! to RIM JULIUS M. MAQUILING, NIA-XI Regional Irrigation Manager. Attuned to his

management thrusts which he will translate into point agenda,

NIA-XI as it has been to other RIMs who served the region, will
firmly support RIM Maquiling in accomplishing NIA's objectives. EDITORIAL
RIM Maquiling, JSM for short, sets off an aura of friendly BOARD

and accessible participative governance in his integration proc-
ess with NIA-XI personnel. Conveying his initial management poli-
cies and priorities in enhancing existing resources of the region,
JSM reaches out down to the rank and file, as he said, ** All of us
are public servants and that, all shall get their salaries and wages together at
one time ...”. Amazingly, the religious fervor he manifested, moti-
vates spiritual advancement which transcends our being part of
NIA's personnel complement.
Ultimately, may our pledges of solid support under your

leadership, SIR strengthen us and NIA-XI all the way ...
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WHAT’S FOR CHRISTMAS? ... from page 7

Criteria:
Showmanship and Interpretation - 30%
Choreography & Costume - 25%
Blending and Harmony of Voices - 25%
Choice of Song - 10%
Audience Impact - 10%
Total ............ -100 %

PRIZES are atf stake and honor that the group and team wiill bring to their respective offices.

At the regional office, auditions have been done and voices were categorized into Soprano 1 & 2,
Alto 1 & 2, Tenor 1&2 and Bajo 1& 2. The group composed of the Finance/ Admin and Engineering/ Opera-
tions staff has started practicing and sustained daily schedule at 2-3 pm with Teacher Fritz at the helm. The
group has not yet attained the desired number of participants as staff could not easily pass up urgent official
functions for the practice especially the engineering group but they will join resonating when they can be
free for Christmas activity. As such, Come & Join!!

2. HANG A STAR is a “teambuilding” RIO-based activity where employees prepare and dan-
gle small star-shaped lanterns on a very tall pine free grown at the NIA-XI gate guided by the follow-
ing instructions: | E )

small/ petite star every employee shall make

Insert a wish inside

Hang on the Tall Pine Tree

Each employee will be provided with the Lantern
Frame:

Star Color Coding:
EOD - White Plastic Cover
AFD - Red

IMT 2nd EDITION ...

From Page 4

knowledge on IMT. Relatively, he laid emphasis on
IAs’ maturity where farmers are ready to accept the
fransfer of management of the irrigation systems. He
pointed out that when NIA turns over, the system
should be efficient even without rehabilitation and the
system should carry 100% clearing and maintenance
activities. In as much as the Participatory Irrigation
Development Program (PIDP) is on its 3@ year of imple-
mentation, he advised the IDOs and the watermas-
ters / SWRFTs to be vigilant, they should blend direc-
fion and focus. He said that basically, sharing scheme
is a problem with IMT and noted that farmers now
must be called, Stakeholders. He also related his ex-

periences working with NIA which began when he
made his first enfry in 1973 assigned in Malasila,
Mlang, Cotabato; had fransferred to NIA cenfral of-
fice; recently, his 15 years in NIA-Bukidnon and now
thankful to be deployed in NIA-XI. Finally, while his
happiness lies in serving the government, fellowmen
and stakeholders, he expected the institutional and
technical workers present to be efficient, 100% atten-
dance in meetings and performer in collection of ISF
and amortization.
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Christmas! The very word brings joy to our hearts. No matter how we may dread the rush, the long Christmas lists for
gifts and cards to be bought and given--when Christmas Day comes there is still the same warm feeling we had as chil-
dren, the same warmth that enfolds our hearts and our homes. -Joan Winmill Brown
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NIA XI WELCOMES RIM JULIUS S. MAQUILING

The Turn-over of NIA-XI management to Regional Irrigation Manager (RIM) Juiius S.
Maquiling from RIM Felix M. Razo was simple and momentous. On October 27, 2011, in effect
of the mass reshuffling of managers that the NIA has undergone inevitably by virtue of a directive
emanating from the Department of Agriculture (DA), a formal and ceremonial turn-over program
was held at the NIA-XI Covered Court, Davao City attended by NIA Board Member Engr. Ismael
D. Tabije, distinguished DA representatives, the IMO Managers who rendered their respective
messages, the COA Auditors, some staff of NIA Region
10-Cagayan de Oro City, respective families and the
NIA-XI personnel .

The Highlights of NIA Accomplishment under
the leadership of RIM Razo and the present status
were briefly presented. It was a “Despedida — Bien-
venida” rites for RIMs Razo and Maquiling. RIM Razo
expressed his gratitude for the support NIA-XI staff
have afforded him. He said that as facilities were pro-
vided to employees to work in an atmosphere condu-
cive to work effectively, he took into his heart the
comradeship he had while in this region. On the other
hand, as NIA-XI took did the honor to warmly wel- Left Photo-RIM Felix M. Razo (L) turns over NIA-XI Banner of responsibility to
come the new RIM, Engr. Maquiling took the chal- RIM Magquiling ( R ) during the. cere'monial turn-over held on October 27, 2011 at
lenge of managing this region and related experiences ];L;;);?Cove{ed .Caurt, Davao .Ctty; Right Photo—NIA Board Member Engr. Ismael

3 ije delivering speech during the turn-over program.
with NIA and shared a bit of his personal life. NIA
Board Member Engr. Tabije talked about his chairmanship of the audit committee. He said that it is his opportunity to
share his expertise as he being once a NIAn, knew every aspect of irrigation and thus makes his work in auditing more
productive.As the occasion came to an end, the well wishers stayed close and hang around the RIMs, Engr. Razo accept-

SAVE! Lasang River Irrigation System

Lasang RIS is a na-
tional irrigation system located
at Carmen, Davao del Norte
with a service area of 4,900
hectares where 2,000 hec- |
tares are devoted to rice and
the remaining areas planted
to banana serving a total of
2,207 farmer-beneficiaries.
Built in 1983, its Dam has
been functional for 28 years
now. However, due to recur-
rent flash floods from May to
August 2011, the Afflux Dike
totally collapsed on August 18, ==
2011 which changed the
course of Lasang River away |
from the dam. Note that the
Afflux Dike is an embankment
concretely built at the dam
site beside Lasang River to
hold and control the flow @
(Afflux) of water directing it
towards the dam for diversion

ing farewell wishes and Engr. Maquiling acknowledging welcome greetings.

DAVAO ORIENTAL IMO JOINS ARENA Xi

FIRST SERBISYO CARAVAN
by: Lina M. Montilde

NIA XI represented by Engr. Jimmy Ceros, Act-
ing IMO Manager of Davao Oriental along with his staff
participated the First Serbisyo Caravan conducted by the
members of the association of Regional Executives of
the National Agencies in Region XI (ARENA Xl) led by
the Regional Executive Director of the Department of
Agriculture last August 3-5, 2011 at Boston and Cateel of
Davao Oriental. It was the first serbisyo-caravan con-
ducted by ARENA Xl in one of the remote areas of Re-
gion XI. Davao Oriental Governor Corazon Malanyaon
welcomed the group and dinner was served with the
members of the Provincial Board. The primary objective
of the activity is to reach out and extend government ser-
vices to the remote areas of the region and to inform and
explain to the farmers regarding the respective role of
each agency composing the caravan. Tarpaulin of NIA

bearing the prescribed dimension of its logo and the NIA
brochures/ primer were the only materials displayed by
the staff of Davao Oriental IMO in their booth Technical
and institutional staff of NIA XI catered the needs of the
farmers at Boston and Cateel, Davao Oriental. NIA Xl
representatives of the serbisyo-caravan explained NIA’s
frontline services and the actual role of NIA in irrigation
development being one of the input in the improvement
of agriculture leading to the upliftment on the financial
status of the farmers.

After the 3-day activity, members of the ARENA
Xl returned back to their respective offices bringing with
them the spirit of satisfaction for attaining the ultimate
objectives as reflected on the warm response of the
farmers and stakeholders of NIA at Davao Oriental. 5

LA

and irrigation and prevent
flooding. Owing to the de- ¥
struction of this afflux dike,

water could no longer be confined in the dam and therefore, no water will be delivered to the farmlands.

Hence, under the leadership of IMO Manager Corne-
lio M. Bautista, Jr., the Davao del Norte IMO immediately re-
sponded to save the irrigation system and has the hereunder
report of the activities undertaken in chronological order:

1. The Davao del Norte Irrigation Management Office had
submitted several Revised Program of Works to the NIA Re-
gional Office for the repair of the scoured afflux dike and
downstream apron of the Lasang River Diversion Dam;

2. The emergency meeting on August 22, 2011 at NIA Car-
men, Davao del Norte which was presided over by Hon. Gov.
Rodolfo P. del Rosario drew firm commitments from the
LGUs, Banana Corporate Farms and NIA wherein a counter
parting agreement were forged to help expedite the needed
emergency works;

3. The agreements during the meeting were rendered use-
less as a certain Mr. Jojo de Juan had twice stopped the on-
going restoration works due to his deep sentiments with NIA
and cited verbal threats to the NIA Heavy equipment opera-
tors;

4. The two (2) incidents were blottered to the barangay
of Manay, Panabo City and the Panabo City Police Sta-
tion;

5. The NIA O & M Staff, LACFIA officers and the Board
of Trustees (BOT) personally sought the assistance of
the Hon. Jose D. Silvosa, Mayor of Panabo City for po-
lice assistance to provide protection to the NIA opera-
tors doing the emergency repair works on the Lasang
River just to divert the flow of the river and also to dis-
cuss the matter to the De Juan Family on the predica-
ment of the small rice farmers but with very nil result;

6. The NIA O & M Staff, LACFIA officers and the Board
of Trustees (BOT) elevated IMO's request for assistance
to the Hon. Rodolfo P. Del Rosario on September 2,
2011 at the Governor’s office who called up through his
office landline Mrs. Lourdita de Juan and informed her
of the predicament and the necessity of diverting the
flow of the river to the dam to save the agricultural

crops that needs irrigation water;
Turn to page 6

The essential elements of giving are power and love - activity and affection - and the consciousness of the race testifies
that in the high and appropriate exercise of these is a blessedness greater than any other.
Mark Hopkins

When God pushes you to the edge, trust him fully, because only two things can happen. Either he will catch you when you fall or he
will teach you how to fly!


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/markhopkin184437.html�
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ADMINISTRATOR NANGEL INSPECTS DAVAO DEL SUR IMO

By: Tony Apiag

NIA Administrator Antonio S.
Nangel (ASN) conducted field in-
spection at Davao del Sur Irriga-
tion Management Office (IMO)
on October 01, 2011 to review
the plans and programs of the
office for him to assist project
implementation in accomplish-
ing work items in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Food
Staples Self-sufficiency
Roadmap (FSSR) 2011-2016.
It targets to achieve rice self-
sufficiency by 2013 and sustain it
through 2016.

Manager, Davao del Sur IMO, presented going rehab project at Bansalan, Davao del Sur.

the plans and programs of the office,

2010 project accomplishment, on-going projects and the
proposed projects. Attending the briefing were RIM Felix
M. Razo, Engr. Reuben O. Paden — Engineering Head, Da-
vao del Sur IMO, Engr. Dexter F. Tinapay — Sr. Engineer A,
Davao del Sur IMO and NIA personnel.

Adm. Nangel proceeded to Miral SRTIS located at
Bansalan, Davao del Sur for field inspection. Miral SRTIS
is a small reservoir type irrigation system capable of serv-
ing presently irrigated area of 742 hectares during the wet
and dry seasons. For the recent rehabilitation project, pro-
grammed area is 50 has. with a project cost of 7.0 million

.pesas,.source..of . fund. is.Construction/Repair/Rehabilitation
of Existing National Irrigation System / Communal Irriga-
tion System (CRRENIS/CIS), works to be done was the

Adm. Nangel ‘s field visit at Davao del Sur IMO ushered by
Engr. Edgardo T. Draculan — RIM Razo and RCIA-XI Pres. Rama (inset); Miral SRTIS on- Program (BSPP), work to

concreting of canal lin-
ing and construction of
protection dike.

Kilolog Commu-
nal Irrigation System

(KCIS) is ASN next
destination. Located at
Kilolog, Magsaysay,

Davao del Sur, KCIS
irrigates 220 has. for
wet and dry seasons.
Cost of project was
3.75 million pesos,
source of fund was
Balikatan Sagip Patubig

be done was concreting
of main canal and sup-
plemental canal.

Appraisal of Administrator Antonio S. Nangel about
the project implementation visited was Very Satisfactory
(VS), considering that the project was implemented will
with the active participation of the Irrigators Association
Board of Directors (IABOD) and farmers as recipient of the
said project. The farmer beneficiaries were pleased and
honored to have NIA Administrator as their visitor as they
expressed their gratitude for having those projects granted.
They requested for more projects to maximize the area to
be developed and encouraged other farmers to plant rice

The Philippine Food Staples Self-sufficiency Program.

IMT 2"! EDITION TRAINING ORIENTATION

Facilitated by NIACO IDD staff, Bayani Ofrecio and Sonia Villarico, the
training orientation on the Irrigation Management Transfer (IMT) — 2nd Edition

was conducted on November 10-11, 2011 at NIA XI Conference Room, Bolton Eit &t

St., Davao City. The Institutional Development Section (IDS) spearheaded this
fraining orientation with a total of 73 participants in attendance composed of
the Irrigation Management Offices (IMO) Managers, Principal Engineers/ &

Irigation Superintendents, the Senior IDOs and IDOs, WRFTs and the regional &k

staff. Mr. Ofrecio has updated the status of IMT policies anchored on the imple-
menting guidelines stipulated in Memorandum Circulars (MC) # 47 and 27. He

said that due to gray areas and issues hemming in it, the IMT 2nd edition has | =&
emerged and informed that in their recent meeting, nine (9) areas surfaced

that will be added to the 2nd edition of IMT. The World Bank will be coming to
assess IMT; after 3-4 years of implementation, accomplishment is small and al-
most all regions did not support IMT. Thus, he encouraged the participants to
understand the IMT more and state reasons for not implementing.

perceptions about IMT which started with him asking if it is rational to transfer

RIM Maquiling (left) handed certificate of
Regional Manager Julius S. Maquiling in his message imparted facts and Appreciation to Ms. Sonia Villarico (right)

aa Resource Person/Facilitator of IMT 2nd
Edition Training Orientation.

management of irrigation systems to Irrigators Associations in which he specu-
lated that most of the participants might not have enough ...

Turn to page 11
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DAVAO DEL SUR IMO INAUGURATES OFFICE BUILDING

By: Tony Apiag

With Regional Irrigation Manager Felix M. Razo
gracing Davao del Sur Irrigation Management Office (DS-
IMO) inauguration of its newly refurbished office held on
October 19, 2011, host Manager Edgardo T. Draculan
slated activities for the day’s affair which started with the
blessing of the building and its amenities officiated by
Rev. Fr. Ronald Lunas, Parish Priest of San Isidro Labra-
dor Parish. The ceremonial cutting of the ribbons followed
immediately led by Regional Manager Felix M. Razo in the
company of Engr. Carlito A. Carrasco, IMO Manager of
Compostela Valley and Engr. Jimmy C. Ceros, IMO Man-
ager of Davao Oriental and regional staff.

Under
the leadership
of  Irrigation
Management
Office  (IMO)
Manager Ed-

gardo T. Draculan, and Project Engineer Dexter F. Tina-
pay, the Davao del Sur IMO has undertaken primary reno-
vation of the office building. Purposes of which are: to
provide a healthy atmosphere conducive to good working
conditions for effective services to farmer-irrigators; to
afford comfort to the Irrigators Associations which fre-
quent the office for irrigation related concerns; to safe-
guard all official documents and to render reputation to
the DS-IMO. With a total project cost of P 900,000.00,
modernization of the building and its amenities and ser-
vices covers the construction of conference room, restora-
tion of Manager's office and repairs of Cashier, Billing
clerk and auditor’s offices and procurement of new fix-
tures and furnitures.

The ceremonial cutting of the ribbons was held
with RIM Razo taking the lead assisted by the IMO Man-
agers present after which, a short program followed. In
his speech, RIM Razo did the pleas-
ure to congratulate the Davao del Sur
IMO for the restoration of its office
which will serve both the farmer cli-
entele and the NIA staff. He con-
veyed his gratitude for the support
extended to him during his three-and
a-half stay in NIA-XI. He concluded
that leaders like him may come and
go but their legacies remain.

RIM Felix M. Razo cuts the ceremonial ribbon assisted by Engr. Edgardo T. Draculan during the
inauguration and blessing of Davao del Sur IMO at Digos City. At right are the newly built

cubicles of the office.

FIRST LMC CEREMONIAL ...From Page 1

signatures of contracting parties. He deemed it proper to
know and proclaim the contractors concerned who get in
partnership with the NIA in carrying its obligation to deliver
irrigation services via the conduct of ceremonial contract
signing. As he recognized the witnesses, the COA, CSC
and PICE, thank the contractors, assured them that NIA-XI
will continue to hold publicly the signing of contract and
informed that more projects are pipelined for the year 2012.

The contractors pledged and committed to deliver
project completion on target dates and even earlier subject
to government procedures. Ms. Yparraguirre of the CSC
commended RIM Maquiling for initiating the contract sign-

ing ceremonies for purposes of transparencies in project
construction. COA Auditor Manos claimed that this is her
first time to attend formal contract signing and was im-
pressed that RIM Maquiling has founded this activity which
she hoped to be replicated in the coming contracts.

All LMCs have undergone the bidding procedures
administered by the BAC as per RA# 9184 known as the
Government Procurement Reform Act which provides for
the modernization and regulation, standardization and
regulation of the procurement activities of the government.

As your faith is strengthened you will find that there is no longer the need to have a sense of control, that
things will flow as they will, and that you will flow with them, to your great delight and benefit.

Emmanuel Teney


http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/emmanuelte105084.html�
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Religious Activities...

Richly filled with the Holy Spirit which kindled the fire FEAST OF THE
of God’s Love in the hearts of the faithful of the NIA-XI N IMMACULATE
Living Waters Community and blessed with the coming of = |1 CONCEPTION.
the RIM, HIS servant, the following religious activities were = The Catholic

made possible:

FIRST FRIDAY MASS. RIM Julius S. Maquiling re-

quested for the celebration of the First Friday mass in the
NIA chapel. Granted
by the San Pedro Parish,
the mass was officiated the Immaculate
by no less than Msgr. Conception
Leonardo “Nards” B. which kept the route from the NIA chapel through the Bol-
Vicente, VG.,DCD of ton Extension road until the BIR office and back to the of-
San Pedro Parish on fice while reciting the rosary.
November 4, 2011.
| The catholic faithful
were touched by the
RIM’s gesture of revital-
izing the traditions of
faith and which the
faithful have been long- |
ing for years now. RIM
I testified that it is not by
chance that he is as-
signed in NIA-XI but, he
believed tha God sent
him with a purpose.
JSM requested for a regular First Friday Mass at NIA Chapel
which was later on approved. Hence, on December 1, 2011,
Rev. Fr. Elvis R. Bordios, DCD celebrated another scheduled
first Friday advent mass, It is remarkable that in this Friday
mass, the birthday celebrants for the December and some
for November took their hearty greetings... and in unity,
everyone feasted on their “treats” of delicious foods.

il Faithful offered
a living Rosary
& Procession on
December 8,
2011 — Feast of

BIBLE  STUDY.
The RIO staff
spearheaded by
RIM  Maquiling,
held a Bible
Sharing at the
mini conference
room, NIA-XI.
This is the first
time the catho-
lics gathered for
the purpose of
proclaiming the
kingdom of God
with the RIM.

BLESSING OF
RIM’S OFFICE. .
Shortly after the ! PCaCG on eaf‘th Wl” come to

mass on Novem-

ber 4, 2011, the Sfay, When we ll've Chris’cmas

group headed for y
every day.

the blessing of
RIM’s office sol- . .
- Helen Steiner Rice

emnized by Msgr.
Nards.

All who call on God in true
ENTHRONEMENT OF THE BIBLE. On December 1, .
2011, right after the mass, the Holy Bible was enthroned at falth, earnestlyfrom the heart,
he offi f RIM Maquili ided by Rev. Fr. Bordios. . . .
fecfice© aquiing presidec By ev. T Borde: —wtll certainly be heard, and will
receive what they have asked
and desired.

BLESSING & LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH.
The working day after the first week and the onset of Ad-
vent, RIM gathered the faithful for the blessing of the Ad-
vent Wreath onwards, the 24 and 3 lighting of candles on
the wreath took place.

MARTIN LUTHER
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From the RIM Desk:

SHARE THE BLESSINGS

Wishing you a Christmas filled with joy and a
hope for a Prosperous New Year!

The holiday season may be merry and bleak.
Despite the misgivings and the calamities that claimed
lives and properties, we rest our faith upon God’s will
and providence. Amidst all these catastrophes, let every
Christmas be a time to bring Jesus in our hearts as He
alone is enough blessing that God Almighty has sent us.

With Him in us, we forgive our neighbors as
ourselves and pray fervently for each other. The spirit
of unity prevails that we come together proclaiming
God’s kingdom. In this, we are bestowed with more
blessings for us to share to our fellowmen.

As a servant of God and in obedience to His
Holy Will, let us make it a regular catholic practice - to
celebrate the sacrifice of the Mass, a life of prayers and
share the bible.

Foremost, we should give and share our bless-
ings for God will always be with us in this apostolic
ministry.

e N

JULIUS S. MAQUILING
Regional Irrigation Manager

NIAEASP Updates

The NIAEASP has been placing its best efforts to de-
fend the rights of its members. For the 4th quarter 2011,
highlights of their activities are presented below:
COLLECTIVE NEGOTIATION AGREEMENT (CNA)
INCENTIVE. CNA Incentive has been a clamor of NIA
employees nationwide as this benefit has been part of the
agreement and helped the employees financially.

oMC #54, s. 2011 — Partial Payment of the CNA
Incentive per qualified NIA Official/ Employee for CY
2011. NIAEASP informed that this MC has a solid legal
basis in conconance with NIA Board Resolution # 7585~
09, s. 2009 which is the foundation of the grant of CNA
Incentive for the past two(2) years;

e MC #57, s. 2011 — NIA Incentive for CY 2011.
NIAEASP related this Issue: November 18, 2011 in the late
afternoon, MC# 54 was signed and on November 20,
2011, this MC#57 was approved to replace MC#54
which NIAEASP considered as patently illegal and has no
basis. It directly contravenes EO# 7 issued by Pres.
Aquino III which explicitly prohibits the grant of incen-
tive without the approval of the President.

e  MC#59,5.2011 — Recall of MC #57, 5. 2011

DAMAYAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (DAP)
NIAEASP MORTUARY
As per resolution sponsored by Bicol District
during its 3" Quarter Meeting at General Santos City:
e Voluntary in nature and open to all employ-
ees regardless of status of appointment;
e Fill up Enrollment Form
e Annual Fee: P 100.00
P 20,000.00 payable to designated benefici-
ary
Effective: January 2012
Claims Requirement:
Death Certificate
CertificationForm  from Chapter Presi-
dent,noted by District President
e Chapter or District may advance DAP Pay-
ment subject to reimbursement by the Na-
tional Council Office (NCO)
e NCO shall manage DAP
Enrollment Forms are now available, interested
parties, please contact Ms. Lina M. Montilde. Dead-
line of submission: December 30, 2011.

The joy of brightening other lives, bearing each others' burdens, easing other's loads and supplanting empty hearts
and lives with generous gifts becomes for us the magic of Christmas. WC Jones


http://www.famous-quotes-and-quotations.com/#�
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth151424.html�
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SAVE! Lasang... from page3

7. The IMO was in gratitude of the efforts exerted by the
Hon. Governor to convince the De Juan family but obvi-
ously the De Juan Family have become adamant to listen
to the cries of the small rice farmers for irrigation water to
save their rice crops which is their only source of income;

8. Since August 18, 2011 and up to this date (September
19, 2011) about 1,800 hectares of rice lands under crop
maintenance and boothing stage are in great danger of
wilting and total crop failure due to absence of needed
irrigation water from the dam and also 2,800 hectares of
irrigated and exportable Cavendish banana crops have
been deprived of irrigation water;

9. A meeting with the De Juan Family together with the
Board of Trustees of the LACFIA at the Office of Hon.
Jose Silvosa, Mayor of Panabo City on September 7, 2011
was fruitless. Mayor Silvosa even advised NIA to file a
case against the De Juan family.

10. The IMO deemed it proper to seek legal action as all
possible diplomatic avenues have already been ex-
hausted, so, the office sought the legal assistance of Atty.
Ruben L. Pasamonte —Provincial Prosecutor who agreed
that NIA file a case against the De Juan Family through
his representation as Counsel of NIA so that the rehab/
restoration works at Lasang River can resume. He re-

dants and cause the necessary repairs of the dike.

14. On October 29, 2011 the repair/restoration works
started round the clock including Saturdays and Sundays
and holidays. It is expected that on November 30, 2011
the initial release of irrigation water from the intake gates
to the main canal will be realized.

With the temporary diversion canals the Davao
del Norte IMO has built, initial release of water was gen-
erally successful as there were problems which the IMO
has eventually threshed out.

RIM Maquiling said that what happened to Lasang
RIS may occur to other irrigation systems inasmuch as
most of NIA-XI dams are getting older. Lasang is in exis-
tence for 28 years now. As such, the Dam Safety should
be organized to focus on the close monitoring of the func-
tionality of the dam and other structures at the dam site.

At present, the Program of Works costs P 54 M
for the repair and restoration of Lasang RIS while the
funds released involve a total of P 2.5 M which at the time
of this writing is already exhausting. Davao Norte IMO
appeals for immediate releases of the funds required to
fully restore the dike and repair the scouring downstream
apron of the dam.

quired NIA to submit a write up of the History of the La=
sang River Irrigation System and the blotter of the recent
incidents;

11. On September 14, 2011, all the documents required
were submitted to Fiscal Pasamonten. Daily follow-ups
were made on whether the case is ready for filing but
Atty. Pasamonte responded that he is religiously studying
the documents as basis for the filing of the case.

12. Meanwhile the ten (10) Irrigators Association Presi-
dents and their members are getting restless over NIA’s
slow action to resolve the water crisis. They reiterate
their need of irrigation water at this crucial stage of pani-
cle initiation and booting stage. A number of farmers have
reported that their crops have already reached wilting
point due to water stress.

13. On October 28, 2011 a hearing for the issuance of
TRO on Civil Case No. CC44-2011 NIA vs. Heirs of Casiano
de Juan et. Al. was held at RTC Branch 4 Panabo City
with Dorothy P. Montejo-Gonzaga as Presiding Judge. The
Presiding Judge ordered the defendants to allow NIA per-
sonnel and workers to enter the property of the defen-

JSM PRIORITIZES ... From Page 1

NIA-XI staff with the organizational environment they

are in, the region is impressed of JSM's involving a de-

mocratic and participative governance in managing
NIA-XI. As he forges equality among the staff as pub-
lic servants and instill the presence of God in the per-

formance of tasks, JSM hails an atmosphere of one

NIA-XI family.

“Christmas is a season for kindling
the fire for hospitality in the hall,
the genial flame of charity
in the heart.”
-Washington Irving
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PROVINCIAL CONSULTATION AT DAVAO DEL SUR

Regional Irrigation Manager Julius S. Maquiling
with regional and IMO staff presented the NIA-XI pro-
posed irrigation projects for CY 2011during the Provincial
Consultation and Dialogue for CY 2013 Proposed Projects
conducted by the Provincial Development Council of the
Province of Davao del Sur held on November 16, 2011 at
CAP Convention Center, Digos City.

Chaired and presided by Governor Douglas Ra.
Cagas, Municipal Mayors of Matanao, Sulop, Malalag,
Hagonoy, Digos City mayor’'s representative and other
LGU officials attended the consultation meeting. Other
participating agencies which imparted their proposed pro-
grams and projects were the Department of Social Work
and Development (DSWD Xl), Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH XI), Department of Health
(DOH Xil), Department of Tourism (DOT Xl) and Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd Xl) represented by their re-
spective heads of offices.

As RIM Maquiling presented NIA-XI's proposed
irrigation projects for CY 2013 where he enumerated and
discussed the irrigation projects earmarked for construc-
tion in the year 2013, the open forum followed immedi-
ately. Mayor Calida of the municipality of Hagonoy, Da-
vao del Sur raised the problem on siltation of Padada RIS
(PRIS) which he recalled that NIA Administrator had
pledged to allocate funds. RIM Maquiling said that con-
sidering that PRIS is one of the old national irrigation sys-
tems, restoration works thereat are on-going as project for
CY 2011. Engr. Ruben Paden, construction chief of Da-
vao del Sur IMO added that for on-going projects which
benefit the municipality of Hagonoy are Lanuro Commu-
nal Irrigation Project (CIP) and canalization at PRIS.
Mayor Calida informed that their request for irrigation pro-
jects is in accordance with Hagonoy’s Development Plan
for Irrigation in which RIM Maquiling asked a copy for NIA
-XlI to incorporate the proposed projects.

Mayor of Padada sought solution to the Padada

Communal Irriga-
tion System’s
damaged canal
due to heavy rains
which  hampered
planting. RIM Ma-
quiling confirmed
that flooding is
destructing for
which he informed
and assured allo-
cation of funds for
the project.

While Gov.
Cagas reminded
the mayors that
the  consultation
focused on the
proposed CY 2013
projects and in- RIM Maquiling presenting  Proposed
formed that issues [rrigation Projects for CY2013 in Davao
raised are current Jel Sur
problems, RIM Ma-
quiling said that he will utilize the Food Self Sufficiency
Program (FSSP) Road Map Briefer for inclusions of pro-
jects requested.

The Municipality of Matanao has the most pro-
jects proposed for CY 2013. The Mayor said that sincerity
in realizing projects counts which RIM Maquiling commit-
ted to coordinate regularly. Sulop mayor brought up a
couple of concerns; funds for Sulop CIS and the proposed
Drainage Canal CY 2013 as the system has been flood-
ing. Representative of Digos City LGU requested to in-
crease fund allocation in which RIM Maquiling informed
that for CY 2012, lined up for construction are San Agustin
CIS and Balutakay CIS, nevertheless, he pledged to coor-
dinate with the Department of Agriculture.

WHAT’S FOR CHRISTMAS? Check it out!

NIA-XI RIO has initially slated activities to onset the tone of Christmas:

1. CHORAL GROUP COMPETITION is a challenge invitation open to all IMOs and the regional office

subject to the following guidelines and criteria.

This competition will be held during the RIO Christmas

Party on December 23, 2011 at NIA-XI Compound, Davao City.
Guidelines: The choir must compose of at least 15 members but not to exceed more than

25 personnel;

The choir members must be in appropriate costumes;
The choir must perform and render the following prescribed musical piece:

Standard Song — NIA Jingle
Entry Song

- Any English Song of their choice

Turn to page 11

I expect to pass through life but once. If therefore, there be any kindness I can show, or any good thing I can
do to any fellow being, let me do it now, and not defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way again. WILLIAM

PEN
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